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Combined, both of these men held
nearly 60 years of water knowledge re-
lated to the Upper Rio Grande basin
and State of Colorado. Shriver was on
the Colorado Ground Water Commis-
sion and served as president of the Rio
Grande Water Users Association, an
umbrella organization for ditch compa-
nies along the Rio Grande. All of these
board positions were on a volunteer
basis.

Doug’s service on these boards put
him in the middle of the San Luis Val-
ley’s successful fight to Kkeep its
groundwater, sought by the American
Water Development, Inc., and later the
Stockmen’s Water Company, both who
hoped to sell it to the big cities. At the
time of his death, he championed the
establishment of subdistricts to further
protect the San Luis Valley’s ground-
water, a concept where groundwater
users pay a combination of fees and as-
sessments to retire farm ground and re-
duce groundwater pumping to protect
the aquifer. Shriver was a visionary in
the San Luis Valley and Colorado
water community. He strongly believed
that both wildlife and agriculture
could live together, and was a vocal ad-
vocate for the rural way of life at the
Statewide level. A native of eastern
Rio Grande County, he farmed potatoes
and small grains. He was also an avid
outdoorsman, who loved to ride snow-
mobiles and four-wheelers in the high
country. My heart goes out to his fam-
ily and his wife Carla.

Madam Speaker, today, I also rise to
pay tribute and honor the life of Ray
Wright, who was tragically killed with
his friend Doug Shriver in the same ac-
cident while clearing snow from the
roof of his cabin in Creede, Colorado.
Mr. Wright was my friend and a tre-
mendously respected member of the
San Luis Valley and Colorado’s water
community. He was 56 years old.

Wright served on the Rio Grande
Water Conservation District for nearly
two decades, with the last 10 years as
president. He was also a member of
Colorado’s Interbasin Compact Com-
mittee, a Statewide board tasked with
balancing the State’s water needs, and
had served two terms on the Colorado
Water Conservation Board. All of these
board positions were on a volunteer
basis.

I served with Mr. Wright on the Rio
Grande Water Conservation District
board. His service on that board put
him in the middle of San Luis Valley’s
successful fight to keep its ground-
water, sought by AWDI and Stock-
men’s Water, who both hoped to sell it
to big cities. At the time of his death,
he championed the establishment also
of the subdistricts to further protect
the San Luis Valley’s groundwater.

Ray was also a visionary in the San
Luis Valley and the Colorado water
community. He strongly believed that
both wildlife and agriculture could live
together, and was a vocal advocate for
the rural way of life. A native of Rio
Grande County, he farmed potatoes and
small grains. He was also an avid out-
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doorsman and angler, who built his
own bamboo fly rods.

He leaves three daughters—Suzanne,
Sarah, and Lauren—as well as his long-
time partner, Mona.

———

HEALTH CARE DEBATE ISN'T
OVER

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Texas (Mr. OLSON) is rec-
ognized for 1 minute.

Mr. OLSON. Madam Speaker, we had
a significant event happen in this hall
last night. And I don’t have a lot to say
about it. I’'ll let the numbers speak for
themselves. Over $500 billion in Medi-
care cuts for seniors. Over $500 billion
in new taxes for small businesses. In
my home State of Texas, over $24 bil-
lion in unfunded Medicaid mandates.
This is not the health care reform that
the American people want. They want
us to work together and come together
in a bipartisan manner to have real so-
lutions for their problems. We want
every American to have access to qual-
ity, affordable health care. Unfortu-
nately, the majority didn’t want to
deal with wus. But this isn’t over.
They’ve got to get it passed through
the Senate. There are going to be mul-
tiple lawsuits across the country and
they’re going to have to answer to the
American people in November of this
year.

I found it very telling at the end of
the Speaker’s speech last night that
she had shifted her conversations from
health care reform to health insurance
reform. This debate isn’t about health
insurance reform. It’s about giving
every American access to quality, af-
fordable health care. And I look for-
ward to working with my colleagues on
both sides of the aisle to achieve that
when this bill comes back to the House
of Representatives.

———

RECESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair
declares the House in recess until 2
p.m. today.

Accordingly (at 12 o’clock and 41
minutes p.m.), the House stood in re-
cess until 2 p.m. today.

———
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AFTER RECESS

The recess having expired, the House
was called to order by the Speaker pro
tempore (Ms. ROYBAL-ALLARD) at 2
p.m.

———

PRAYER

The Chaplain, the Reverend Daniel P.
Coughlin, offered the following prayer:

Father of love, source of all bless-
ings, help us pass from our old life of
brokenness and sin to the new life of
healing and grace.

May Your word today bring good
news to those most in need of Your
mercy.
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In our service to others and this Na-
tion may we find You in our midst as
our saving Lord with redeeming power.

Prepare us for the glory of Your
kingdom now and forever. Amen.

———
THE JOURNAL

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair has examined the Journal of the
last day’s proceedings and announces
to the House her approval thereof.

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved.

——
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Will the
gentlewoman from  Illinois (Mrs.
HALVORSON) come forward and lead the
House in the Pledge of Allegiance.

Mrs. HALVORSON led the Pledge of
Allegiance as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

———

CONCERNED CITIZENS MADE A
DIFFERENCE

(Mr. WILSON of South Carolina
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.)

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina.
Madam Speaker, the health care take-
over vote last night was a battle in the
ongoing war between supporters of lim-
ited government and the forces of big
government. The fight will continue as
we promote limited government and
expanded freedom.

I was very encouraged in the last
year by the activation of concerned
citizens who fought hard to protect the
doctor-patient relationship and prevent
a Federal Government takeover of
health care. Yesterday’s outcome is sad
for America, but don’t think for one
second citizens didn’t make a dif-
ference.

After making voices heard loud and
clear at town halls and tea party ral-
lies across the country, voters moved
on to the ballot boxes in Virginia, New
Jersey, and Massachusetts. Washington
liberals may have chosen to ignore the
message, but citizens can remind them
again soon that they are a force which
has awakened to support change in the
future.

Please know that while these efforts
to protect the doctor-patient relation-
ship and prevent a Federal Government
takeover of health care were over-
looked by a majority of lawmakers,
they are certainly appreciated by the
majority of freedom-loving Americans
across the country.

In conclusion, God bless our troops,
and we will never forget September
11th in the global war on terrorism.

———
HEALTH CARE REFORM

(Mrs. HALVORSON asked and was
given permission to address the House
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for 1 minute and to revise and extend
her remarks.)

Mrs. HALVORSON. Madam Speaker,
I want to just say that now that the
health care bill has passed and the
rhetoric and the politics and the noise
can be set aside, now we will have an
opportunity to let the American people
know about what is in it.

This is going to be about account-
ability, about choice, and about low-
ering costs. And now, as we are able to
let everybody know what this is about,
the American people are going to fi-
nally be able to see through all this
noise.

————
HEALTH CARE REFORM

(Mrs. BACHMANN asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
her remarks.)

Mrs. BACHMANN. Madam Speaker,
yesterday was a historic day. We saw
the passage of the job-killing govern-
ment takeover of health care, 18 per-
cent of our economy. But we want the
American people to know that today
many of us are introducing the iden-
tical legislation.

I have introduced already the repeal
of yesterday’s law, as has my colleague
STEVE KING, as will many other of my
colleagues today. We will not stand for
the Federal Government taking over 18
percent of the health care sector.

From the inception of Bailout Nation
in September of 2008 until last night,
the Federal Government has taken
over an astounding 48 percent of the
private economy in the last 18 months.
This is unprecedented. We will not
allow this to stand. That is why we
have introduced this important legisla-
tion.

This fall we will take back a con-
stitutional conservative majority, and
after the next Presidential election we
will repeal this bill.

———
IT’S TIME TO CHILL OUT

(Mr. FILNER asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. FILNER. My colleagues, it’s time
to chill out. It’s time to chill out. Gov-
ernment takeover of the health care
system? Let it go.

The private insurance companies are
still in charge. Your private doctor is
still in charge. You have the choice of
where you want to go, what hospital
you want to go to. All we are saying—
and I am going to say it to my district.
I have got 150,000 constituents who
don’t have health insurance, and 135,000
of them are going to have health insur-
ance after this bill passes. They don’t
care what your rhetoric is and your
fear is. They’re going to have health
insurance for the first time maybe in
their lives.

Kids who are in college will be able
to stay on their parents’ health insur-
ance. We’re going to put some brakes
on the health companies’ ability to cut
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you off for preexisting conditions or
just cut you off if it costs too much.

It’s time to chill out, Republicans.
Let this bill work. Let our constituents
finally get health care.

————
ACORN IS BACK!

(Mr. POE of Texas asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Mr. POE of Texas. Madam Speaker,
they’re back.

We’ve all heard about ACORN, and it
seems to me that ACORN is nothing
more than a criminal enterprise. Here’s
why. They’ve been caught helping un-
dercover journalists open a prostitu-
tion ring with underage girls. They’ve
been caught in voter registration fraud
scams. At least 14 States are inves-
tigating ACORN for voter fraud. Even
Mickey Mouse can now vote. Imagine
that. And ACORN signs up the poor
into their membership rolls. The poor
give their bank account information,
and ACORN deducts membership dues
without the express consent of these
individuals.

In a bipartisan vote last year, Con-
gress voted to strip Federal funding
from this rogue fraudulent organiza-
tion. Not one dime of taxpayer money
should be spent on this group. How-
ever, White House Budget Director
Peter Orszag has directed all Federal
agencies to open the Federal funding
floodgates for ACORN again.

Why did the administration trump
the will of Congress and the American
people? American tax dollars should
not fund this apparent band of thieves.

And that’s just the way it is.

————
HONORING ALEJANDRO AGUIRRE

(Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
her remarks.)

Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Madam Speak-
er, I would like to recognize an out-
standing individual from my South
Florida community, Alejandro Aguirre.
Alejandro is the editor of Diario Las
Americas, South Florida’s first Span-
ish language daily newspaper.

Diario Las Americas was founded on
July 4, 1953 by Alejandro’s father, Dr.
Horacio Aguirre. Diario helps inform
scores of my constituents on current
events and matters that impact our
local, State and Federal Governments.
Alejandro’s dedication and profes-
sionalism are evidenced by the quality
of each publication of Diario.

Since 2009, Alejandro has also been
president of the Inter-American Press
Association. This organization cham-
pions freedom of the press and freedom
of expression throughout the Western
Hemisphere.

The TIAPA has spoken out and shined
the light of truth on the dark corners
of repression throughout our hemi-
sphere. The group has spoken out
against the imprisonment of inde-
pendent journalists in Cuba. The mem-
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bers have also spoken out against the
growing decay of freedom in Venezuela.

I want to thank Alejandro for his
courage, for his service, and, most of
all, for his friendship. The Aguirre fam-
ily is a shining example for us all.

————

“IF YOU LIKE THE PLAN YOU ARE
IN, YOU CAN KEEP IT”

(Mr. BURGESS asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. BURGESS. Madam Speaker, we
heard just a few minutes ago from the
other side that it is time to show the
American people what is in this bill. I
couldn’t agree more. It is high time. So
with an acknowledgement to Dr. John
Goodman at the National Center for
Policy Analysis, let me just run
through a few of the numbers.

Nineteen million people are predicted
to lose their employer-sponsored insur-
ance. Thirty-three million people, the
number of people in traditional Medi-
care, at risk because of cuts in Medi-
care spending, according to the Medi-
care chief actuary.

There will be no tax increases for
anyone who earns less than $200,000, ex-
cept the 73 million people who earn less
than $200,000 who will see their tax bill
rise, according to the Joint Committee
on Taxation. A 2.3 percent hidden tax
on medical supplies, class II medical
supplies, sutures, syringes, needles,
some pregnancy tests, a 10 percent tax
on tanning salons, according to the
reconciliation summary, and a $60 bil-
lion hidden tax on health insurance.

To quote, ‘‘The average family will
save $2,5600 in health care costs by the
time I complete my first term as Presi-
dent of the United States.”” However,
according to the Congressional Budget
Office, a $2,100 premium increase for
the average family.

There is a lot more like this, and I
will be exposing this over the coming
days.

——————

ANNOUNCING THE PASSING OF
ARTHUR “JIBBY” JIBILIAN

(Mr. LATTA asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. LATTA. Madam Speaker, it is
with great sadness that I come to the
well to announce the passing of Arthur
“Jibby”’ Jibilian, a World War II hero.

During World War II, Jibby was a
Navy Radio Operator who volunteered
with the OSS and participated in the
largest successful rescue mission of 513
downed airmen behind enemy lines in
Yugoslavia. Jibby stayed behind until
the very last airman was rescued on
December 27, 1944.

The heroic efforts of Jibby and his
fellow OSS officers and the Yugoslav
people are told in ‘“The Forgotten 500°’;
however, they have yet to receive any
military or government recognition for
their actions.

I introduced H.R. 3496, which honors
Jibby with the Medal of Honor. He
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